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Introduction to IF/Then Southeast Asia 2020

Short documentary film is an excellent format to convey
urgent issues and diverse perspectives to a growing worldwide
digital audience. It is also the most common format for young
emerging filmmakers to develop their voice and craftsmanship
as well as to establish their marketability. IF/Then program
was conceptualized by Tribeca Film Institute to provide special
mentorship to filmmakers from story-rich regions so they can
realize the potentials of their story while maximizing revenues
and international outreach.
In 2020, IF/Then Southeast Asia has selected 19 nominees from
8 countries. This year through the support of the U.S. Embassy in
Indonesia, In-Docs and Tribeca Film Institute conduct a four-day
mentorship for IF/Then nominees and a two-day pitching forum
attended by international industry professionals and experts. Due
to COVID-19, all mentoring and pitching sessions are conducted
online. Each nominee also receives a grant of USD 1,000 to help
them navigate the uncertainty during the global pandemic while
developing their projects and pivoting to the emerging new
normal.
IF/Then Southeast Asia began in 2018 with a focus on developing
best talents, building a supportive ecosystem, expanding
outreach, and continuous learning. IF/Then Southeast Asia 2018
awarded four films with completion funding and distribution
support that has enabled them to be shown in more than 11 film
festivals and broadcasted globally.
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Amelia Hapsari
PROGRAM DIRECTOR
In-Docs

Chloe Gbai
DIRECTOR OF IF/THEN
Tribeca Film Institute

General Schedule

All dates and time below are in UTC+7
*Open for registered observers

we dne s day, 1 7 june 2020
09:15—10:00
Opening

saturday, 20 june 2020
Time Varies
Story Development Lab

19:30—21:00
Public Session:
From IF/Then to the World*
Time Varies
Story Development Lab

t h u r s day, 1 8 june 2020
19:30—21:00
Public Session:
From Stories to Screen*

monday, 22 june 2020
19:30—22:30
Pitch Session #1*

Time Varies
Story Development Lab

f r i day, 1 9 june 2020
19:30—21:00
Public Session:
Film Distribution in Time of COVID-19*
Time Varies
Story Development Lab

tuesday, 23 june 2020
19:30—22:15
Pitch Session #2
22:15—23:00
Closing
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public session

public session

From IF/Then to the World:
Case Studies from IF/Then Winners
Wednesday, 17 June 2020

|

19:30—21:00

In 2017, IF/Then program commenced in the U.S. and so far it has supported more than 30 films
around the globe. What has happened to awarded films around the world? What did the filmmakers
gain and learn throughout the process? Join the session to see the trajectory of two IF/Then winners
from the U.S. and Indonesia.

SPEAKERS

MODERATOR

UC U AGUS T IN

EMILE GUERTIN

DIRECTOR & PRODUCER OF
HOW FAR I'LL GO

AL JAZEERA ENGLISH

C HRIS T INE DE L P
DIRECTOR & PRODUCER OF
SANTUARIO

PIL AR T IM P ANE
DIRECTOR & PRODUCER OF
SANTUARIO
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public session

From Stories to Screen:
Case Studies of IF/Then Mentors
Thursday, 18 June 2020

|

19:30—21:00

Every story takes a different route to the screen, and from the screen to the audience. Join IF/Then
mentors Cynthia Lowen and Hata Takeshi revealing how they find their unique way to tell the story
they want to tell and how they overcome obstacles along the way.

SPEAKERS

MODERATOR

C Y NT HIA L OWE N

AMELIA HAPSARI

DIRECTOR, PRODUCER
Train of Thought Productions

IN-DOCS

HAT A T AKE S HI
EDITOR, PRODUCER
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public session

Film Distribution
in Time of COVID-19
Friday, 19 June 2020

|

19:30—21:00

As many cinemas are closed, festivals going online and the whole world is wrapped in COVID-19
updates, filmmakers are wondering how they can best strategize to release and distribute their films.
Tune in to get updated industry insights from Émilie Bujès (Artistic Director, Visions du Réel) and
Liselot Verbrugge (Deckert Distribution). Find out how festivals and distribution avenues are adapting
and navigating the global pandemic.
To join this Public Session, click the following link: https://bit.ly/IFTH20-PB3
SPEAKERS

MODERATOR

ÉM IL IE BUJÈ S

CHLOE GBAI

VISIONS DU RÉEL

TRIBECA FILM INSTITUTE

ANAÏS C L ANE T
FOUNDER OF RESERVOIR DOCS
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public session speakers

UC U AGUS T IN
DIRECTOR & PRODUCER OF
HOW FAR I'LL GO

Ucu Agustin is a self-taught documentary
filmmaker from Indonesia that started her
career with DEAD IN JAKARTA, which won the
documentary script development award at
JIFFEST 2005. Since then, Ucu has made dozen
documentaries in varying length that revealed
the injustice in Indonesia that marginalized the
weakest member of its society and how they fight
for their rights and livelihood such as CONSPIRACY
OF SILENCE (2010), FORTUNE FOR MY CHILDREN
(2008), and BEHIND THE FREQUENCY (2013). Her
films have been screened at Berlinale Film Festival,
IDFA, and many other film festivals worldwide.

C HRIS T INE DE L P
DIRECTOR & PRODUCER OF
SANTUARIO

CHRISTINE is a documentary producer and director
based in Durham, North Carolina. She is currently
currently co-producing the documentary feature THE
LAST PARTERA, and producing the documentary feature
BURDEN OF PROOF, directed by Emmy- and Peabodywinning filmmaker Cynthia Hill. Christine began
working with Hill as an outreach coordinator for PRIVATE
VIOLENCE (HBO) and has since worked as associate
producer for Seasons 3-5 of Hill’s A CHEF'S LIFE (PBS) and
ROAD TO RACE DAY (Verizon Go90/Complex Networks).
Films produced by Christine have been supported by
HBO, Sundance DFP, Tribeca Film Institute, IFP, Big Sky
Pitch, and the Southern Documentary Fund.
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PILAR TIMPANE
DIRECTOR & PRODUCER OF
SANTUARIO

PILAR is a filmmaker based in Durham, NC. She was
associate producer and editor of the award-winning
oceanography documentary ATLANTIC CROSSING: A
ROBOT'S DARING MISSION, which premiered at the
Smithsonian’s Baird Auditorium in 2010, was featured in a
two-year exhibit in Sant Ocean Hall, screened at festivals,
and aired on PBS stations around the country. Her work
focused on Latin America, immigration, religion, and
women’s stories and has appeared in The Atlantic, Scientific
American, The Economist, MSNBC.com, The Financial Times,
and elsewhere. She is currently producing the documentary
feature THE LAST PARTERA, which has been supported by
Big Sky Pitch and the Southern Documentary Fund.

public session speakers

ÉM IL IE BUJÈ S
VISIONS DU RÉEL

BUJÈS is the artistic director of the Visions du Réel
international film festival, which takes place in Nyon,
Switzerland. She worked as an advisor to the festival
in Cannes, deputy artistic director of the La Rochesur-Yon festival, and was a member of the “Image/
mouvement” commission of the CNAP (French
National Centre for Visual Arts). She also worked as a
curator at the Geneva Center for Contemporary Art
and participated in the Forum Expanded program
– Berlinale, CAC Vilnius, and Transmediale. She
taught at the Geneva School of Art and at the Bern
University of the Arts.

ANAÏS CLANET
FOUNDER OF RESERVOIR DOCS

Opened in June 2020, Reservoir Docs is an
independent international sales company
specialized in strong documentaries, always with
an art, culture and society angle. Among the
recognized titles, TALKING ABOUT TREES by Subaib
Gasmelbari (Best Documentary in Berlin 2019),
THE RAFT by Marcus Lindeen (CPH DOX Winner
2018), and the timeless & multi-awarded THE BLACK
POWER MIXTAPE. Reservoir Docs is part of the Urban
Group and continues representing Wide House
catalogue.
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Story Development Lab
Mentors

Story Development Lab Mentors

C HL OE GBAI

CYNTHIA LOWEN

DIRECTOR OF IF/THEN SHORTS
Tribeca Film Institute

DIRECTOR, PRODUCER
Train of Thought Productions

CHLOE GBAI is the Director of IF/Then Shorts at
Tribeca Film Institute. IF/Then supports short
documentaries directed by regional filmmakers.
Previously, as the POV Shorts and Streaming
Producer, she launched POV Shorts, which earned
a documentary short Oscar nomination, two Emmy
nominations and an IDA Awards nomination for
Best Short Form Series. Her directing/editing work
centers around race, immigration and gender. She is
a member of Brown Girls Doc Mafia and a memberin-residence of the Meerkat Media Collective.

CYNTHIA LOWEN is an Emmy-nominated filmmaker
whose work uses the power of story to catalyze
change. She’s the producer and writer of ‘Bully,’ a
feature documentary following five kids and families
through a ‘year in the life’ of America’s bullying crisis,
appearing in theaters worldwide. Lauded by critics,
‘Bully’ was nominated for two Emmys, shortlisted
for the Oscars and received a DuPont-Columbia
Award for Excellence in Journalism. Cynthia is also
the director and producer of ‘Netizens,’ a feature
documentary premiering at the Tribeca Film Festival
about women and online harassment.

EM IL E GUE RT IN

HATA TAKESHI

SENIOR COMMISSIONING PRODUCER
Al Jazeera English

EDITOR, PRODUCER

EMILE commissions and oversees documentary
films for Al Jazeera’s ‘Witness’ documentary strand
- primarily in the Asia-Pacific region. Before this, he
was a senior producer at Discovery Networks AsiaPacific in Singapore for almost seven years. Hailing
from a documentary production background, Emile
has an MA from the National Film & Television
School in the UK. He has lived in Singapore, Vietnam,
the Philippines, and has spent almost 15 years in the
Southeast Asia region to date. Currently he lives in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Born 1973 in Tokyo, HATA began directing and
editing TV programs and film trailers professionally
during his university years. Going freelance in
1999, his main work is film editor for theatrical
documentaries and trailers. His filmography includes
films by Sato Makoto such as "Hanako"(2001),
"Memories of Agano"(2004), and "Out of Place:
Memories of Edward Said"(2005); "Power and
Terror"(2002) by John Junkerman; "Chokora!"(2008),
"Dryads in a Snow Valley"(2015) by Kobayashi
Shigeru; "Trace of Breath"(2017) by Komori Haruka;
"Sennan Asbestos Disaster"(2017) by Hara Kazuo; "Of
Love and Law"(2017) by Toda Hikaru.
IF/THEN 2020 | 13

IF/Then Southeast Asia 2020 Nominees

IF/Then Southeast Asia
2020 Nominees
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IF/Then Southeast Asia 2020 Nominees

IF/Then Southeast Asia 2020 is very proud to present nineteen short documentary projects from
Southeast Asia that showcase the most exemplary creative vision and urgent stories to tell from the
region. These projects represent the voice of filmmakers from 8 different countries that have been
curated by In-Docs and Tribeca Film Institute.
Instead of spending four days to develop selected stories together in Jakarta, the selected filmmakers
participate in a four-day virtual story development lab from June 17th - 20th, 2020 with four international
mentors Emile Guertin, Cynthia Lowe, Takeshi Hata, and Chloe Gbai. Pitching sessions for these projects
are open to decision-makers from all over the world from 22nd - 23d, 2020 from 19:30 - 21:00 UTC+7.
Instead of selecting two winning projects, IF/Then Southeast Asia 2020 offers a USD 1,000 grant for each
nominee to navigate harsh circumstances due to COVID-19 and its impact on the industry. Unlike our
2018 edition, IF/Then 2020 nominees will not join Docs By The Sea 2020.

• 19 (pg. 16)

• Marawi (pg. 56)

• 116B University Avenue, Rangoon (pg. 20)

• Married to the Underground (pg. 60)

• Dawn (pg. 24)

• QUẨY (pg. 64)

• Dust on the Window (pg. 28)

• Rabiah and Mimi (pg. 68)

• Hi Boy (pg. 32)

• Sandcastles (pg. 72)

• Homebound (pg. 36)

• The Seen and Unseen (pg. 76)

• How to Sell Piety (pg. 40)

• She Who Dreams of Statues (pg. 80)

• The Invisibles (pg. 44)

• A Sonorous Melody (pg. 84)

• Iyaha (pg. 48)
• Looking for Haven (pg. 52)
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IF/Then Southeast Asia 2020 Nominees
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IF/Then Southeast Asia 2020 Nominees

Vietnam

19
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IF/Then Southeast Asia 2020 Nominees

19
STATUS
DEVELOPMENT/RESEARCH

ESTIMATED LENGTH
25 MINUTES

COMPLETION TIME
MAY 2021

TOTAL BUDGET
USD 15,000

FINANCING IN PLACE
USD 4,000

REQUEST CONTRIBUTION
USD 10,000

VOO PICTURES
voopictures@gmail.com

After failed attempts to quit drugs, My – a crystal meth addict – seeks help from a Christian
rehab center. Will this unorthodox treatment help her get her life back?
My troubled her family when she started
using crystal meth at the age of 17. To treat
her drug addiction, her father sent her to a
psychotherapy center, but he was startled by
the center’s reliance on sedatives in treatment.
He sought alternative methods, and learned
about a pastoral rehab program. Though they
are not people of faith, My’s father signed
her up for a Christian rehab center out of
desperation.
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There are two houses in the center: the one for
men is called Aquila, and the one for women
is called Naomi. Naomi has much poorer living
condition compared to Aquila, and houses 20
women from the age of 15 to 40 – sex workers,
drug addicts, and the mentally unstable.
Together with her attendants, My begins her
journey to recover not only from drug addiction,
but also to heal from what caused them to turn
to drugs in the first place.

IF/Then Southeast Asia 2020 Nominees

NGOC L E
DIRECTOR
lehoanganhngoc.02393@gmail.com

LE HOANG ANH NGOC is a former student of The
Centre for Assistance and Development of Movie
Talents (TPD) and the Master Class Documentary
taught by Mr. Mark Jonathan Harris in Hanoi. Her
short documentary, THE NOCTUARY , was funded
by the US Embassy and finished in 2013. In 2014,
she won a Third Prize in Vietnam for The Youth
and Copyright Contest with the support of Motion
Picture Association MPA.

THU LE
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
labale.2411@gmail.com

Q UANG NONG
PRODUCER
nongnhatquang@gmail.com

QUANG made his first documentary about online
gay dating culture when he was 19. Although
this film later was banned in Vietnam, it led to
his participation in the 2018 Queer Asia project,
where he directed two documentary shorts about
Vietnamese queer history and drag culture. Quang
is now working as a freelance videographer and
documentary director. His first feature project, BABY
JACKFRUIT BABY GUAVA, was the first Vietnamese
one to be selected for the American Film Showcase
Documentary fellowship in 2019.

THU LE studied in the Hanoi Center for Movie Talent
Development (TPD) in 2014. Her first documentary
MOTHER OF HA was helped by director Nguyen
Huong Le and Bui Thac Chuyen. The film
subsequently won her a Golden Lotus Bud award
in 2016 for best documentary. She is a producer for
several commercial TV in Vietnam.
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IF/Then Southeast Asia 2020 Nominees

Philippines, Myanmar

116 B University Avenu e, R ang o o n
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IF/Then Southeast Asia 2020 Nominees

116B University Avenue, Rangoon
STATUS
START PRODUCTION

ESTIMATED LENGTH
25 MINUTES

COMPLETION TIME
DECEMBER 2021

TOTAL BUDGET
USD 77,700

FINANCING IN PLACE
USD 20,000

REQUEST CONTRIBUTION
USD 57,700

OLD FOOL FILMS
OLDFOOLFILMS.COM
joanna@oldfoolfilms.com

An intimate view of Wendy Law-Yone, a prominent Burmese writer in exile, exploring identity,
the idea of home, and what it means to survive in a cold, inhospitable foreign land.
The story focuses on Wendy’s personal story
of survival from a life of constant upheaval
and a reflection on her years in Burma. Using
voice overs from past interviews seamlessly
intertwined with passages from her novels, we
will recreate Wendy’s state of mind. For example,
her first novel, The Coffin Tree, speaks about
the plight of two motherless children who flee
the upheaval in their homeland, and are further
traumatized by their strange new lives in New
York. Archival footage will also be used when
describing certain events including the military
coup by General Ne Win in 1962, when Wendy’s
father, who founded Burma’s most influential
paper, The Nation, was summarily thrown in jail.
We will also film Wendy as she visits Myanmar
to launch the Burmese translation of her novel,

22 | IF/THEN 2020

Irawaddy Tango, as well as her new book
essay, Dürenmatt and Me: A Writer’s Passage
from Burma to Berne. Like her protagonist in
Irawaddy Tango, Wendy also tried to escape
before being caught and imprisoned for two
weeks. If possible, we hope to film in the
jungle Wendy attempted to escape through
with a gem struggler, close to the border with
Thailand.
The film will have the feeling of an intimate
journal entry revealing dreams, nightmares,
insights into a life in prison, in exile, as an
immigrant, and returning to a home she no
longer recognizes, and will combine different
elements of personal photographs interwoven
with archival footage and modern-day
footage.

IF/Then Southeast Asia 2020 Nominees

JOANNA VAS Q UEZ ARONG
DIRECTOR, PRODUCER
joanna@oldfoolfilms.com

JOANNA created her first film in 2007 in Beijing,
NEO-LOUNGE, recounting intimate stories of
foreigners searching to break from their past. It
won four awards, including two Best Documentary
awards. Her second film, THE OLD FOOL WHO
MOVED THE MOUNTAINS (2008), also won two
awards. Her third film, SUNDAY SCHOOL (2010), was
commissioned by the International Film Festival
Rotterdam for their Forget Africa series. Her latest
film TO CALM THE PIG INSIDE, had its world premiere
at the Slamdance Film Festival in 2020, where it won
the Grand Jury Prize.

MELANIE GRITZKA DEL VILLAR
ASSISTANT PRODUCER
gritzkadelvillar@gmail.com

MELANIE is a visual artist who has been working
in a multidisciplinary manner and is now keen on
moving into the medium of film. Much of Melanie’s
work is research based. For her artist residency at
Rimbun Dahan, Malaysia (2018), she explored the
ways in which current Southeast Asian communities
are still affected by the history of the Spice Trade.
Melanie has also collaborated with Joanna on
various projects, including three short films for her
exhibition called “Ghosts of San Luis Potosí”, Mexico,
which recently finished in February 2020.
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IF/Then Southeast Asia 2020 Nominees

Philippines

Dawn
Bukang Liwayway
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Dawn

Bukang L iwayway
STATUS
DEVELOPMENT/RESEARCH

ESTIMATED LENGTH
20-30 MINUTES

COMPLETION TIME
MARCH 2021

TOTAL BUDGET
USD 20,000

FINANCING IN PLACE
USD 2,500

REQUEST CONTRIBUTION
USD 17,250

AGTA + PROUD PRODUCTIONS
AGTAPROUD.PRODUCTIONS
agtaproud@gmail.com

Battered by an onslaught of health and security problems, Philippines’s most insecure, remote
communities bear the brunt of an ailing health system and remain witness to the unsung valor
of enduring grassroots health workers.
As dawn breaks, a health worker switches
on a lamp and edges her way along a rickety
footbridge connected to an open washing
area. She ablutes in preparation for Fajr. The
juxtaposition of the area seemingly fades in the
faint morning light and reveals picturesque stilt
houses of a once war-torn island.
In the town center’s health facility, a nurse
opens the refrigerator and transfers the vaccine
vials they need for the day into special carriers,
while expressing her apprehension of visiting
villages considered “lairs” of kidnappers and how
kidnapping became their source of income.
Water drips from a latrine where a soldier preps
for the day. He gathers his things and starts
coordinating the day’s escorting task with base
command through his 2-way radio. He knows the
danger his team may face through this work.
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This marks the start of their day. Later, this
team is seen delivering polio vaccines to eight
children in a far-flung village with the intent
of “leaving no child behind.” Despite the sheer
distance and absence of decent access roads for
transportation, they trek and cover the farthest
house first and the nearest to the village center
last. It takes them nine hours.
In the process, they each reveal growing concern
about the looming threat of COVID-19. They
are on the lookout, keenly patrolling provincial
borders because lack of preventative measures
will put more strain on their critical public health
resources.
The following day, as dawn breaks, they start
vaccinating a different village.

IF/Then Southeast Asia 2020 Nominees

MY IS H ENDONIL A
DIRECTOR
myish.endonila@gmail.com

MYISH ENDONILA is a design activist who pivoted
her corporate career to establish a socially
conscious, strategy-led design collective studio.
After spending years as a multimedia designer for
different international aid agencies, she decided
to get a taste of what life is like on the frontlines.
DAWN, Myish’s first documentary, is inspired by
village healthcare workers she documented.

ANGELI GIMONGALA
CO-DIRECTOR
kao.gimongala@gmail.com

ANGELI GIMONGALA is a development worker
and ardent healthcare advocate. Her goal is to
effectively communicate healthcare issues to the
communities she has served over the past 18 years.
She was featured by UNICEF Philippines as one of
the women humanitarian frontliners—responding
during outbreaks and natural disasters to armed
conflict. She dreams to be able to set-up a farm and
an animal rescue center.
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Philippines

D us t o n th e Window
IF/THEN 2020 | 29
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Dust on the Window
STATUS
DEVELOPMENT/RESEARCH

ESTIMATED LENGTH
15 MINUTES

COMPLETION TIME
JUNE 2022

TOTAL BUDGET
USD 40,000

FINANCING IN PLACE
-

REQUEST CONTRIBUTION
USD 40,000

By sending voice tapes and love letters from miles away, Overseas Filipino Workers abroad and
their families back home cope with loneliness and emotional distance during the 1990s.
DUST ON THE WINDOW follows a stream of
narration from various points-of-view, exploring
a collective memory shared by Overseas Filipino
Workers (OFWs) and their families back home
during the 1990s. During those years, the
number of OFWs significantly increased due
to the high unemployment rate in the country.
Many Filipinos were forced to work abroad to
earn more money, however, it geographically
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separated families, resulting in feelings of longing
and emotional distance.
This animated documentary uses decades-old
archival materials, such as voice tapes and love
letters collected from families, at a time when the
internet was relatively new and communication
was a luxury.

IF/Then Southeast Asia 2020 Nominees

D EMIE DANGLA
DIRECTOR, PRODUCER
mdemiedangla@gmail.com

DEMIE DANGLA is an independent documentary
filmmaker, photographer, and freelance editor
from the Philippines. As a researcher and journalist,
she worked on award-winning documentaries on
television before moving to filmmaking. Demie
is a 2016 National Geographic Young Explorer
grantee, where she photographed the impacts of
tourism on indigenous communities. In 2019, she
received a grant from Earth Journalism Network
for a documentary that tackled climate change
and mental health. She is interested in works that
explore cultural history, human condition and
personal memories.
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Indonesia

H i Boy
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Hi B oy
STATUS
DEVELOPMENT/RESEARCH

ESTIMATED LENGTH
25 MINUTES

COMPLETION TIME
DECEMBER 2020

TOTAL BUDGET
USD 18,571

FINANCING IN PLACE
-

REQUEST CONTRIBUTION
USD 18,571

SEDAP FILMS
SEDAPFILMS.COM
info@sedapfilms.com

Hiroki is often bullied at school. But after he became a K-popper, he found his new and
supportive circle, he gains the strength to accept himself.
Hiroki, a chubby 14-year-old, attends a private
school in Kuta, Bali. He has (mostly female)
friends, but he is often ridiculed for his body.
School attendance is mandatory, but at the
detriment of Hiroki’s self-expression. Hiroki
feels left out by many of his male classmates.
During gym class, they don’t invite Hiroki to play
basketball or soccer with them, and ignore Hiroki
when he asks to join. Hiroki usually laughs it off,
but his classmates’ jokes have a negative impact
on his body image.
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At home, Hiroki listens to K-pop music,
particularly the boy band BTS. Hiroki feels
positive energy through the lyrics of this group’s
songs, whose translations he watches through
YouTube.
Some of Hiroki’s female friends at school are
also K-pop music fans. Hiroki attends K-pop
events and mingles with fanboys and fangirls
from various fandoms in Bali. Lost in his joy, he
for a moment forgets the ridicule he endured at
school. Hiroki finally finds his circle.

IF/Then Southeast Asia 2020 Nominees

RAHM I RIZ Q I M URT I
DIRECTOR
rizqi.murti@gmail.coom

RAHMI is a female director from Takengon, a small
coffee-producing city in Aceh Province, Indonesia.
She graduated in Communication Studies from the
Universitas Gajah Putih in Takengon. She directed
the short documentary film DEDESEN (2014),
which won Favorite Documentary Film category
in Aceh Documentary Competition and KUTUKAN
TAK BERTUAN (2016), the winner of the Jury
Recommendation in Eagle Awards Documentary
Competition. She also founded the Komunitas Ijo
Organik, a community engaged in audio and visual
arts and the development of children's reading
interest in the remote area of Gayo, Aceh.

WINI ANGRAENI
PRODUCER
wini@sedapfilms.com

WINI is an Indonesian film producer and one of
the founders of Sedap Films, a film and video
production house that highlights a variety of
social issues through documentary and fiction
approaches. She graduated in Communication
Science from the University of North Sumatra. Her
latest short film, IBU BUMI (MOTHER EARTH) calls
attention to environmental issues in the Kendeng
Mountains through the eyes of young farmers who
love punk music. She is one of the participants in the
Creative Producing Lab Workshop Docs by The Sea
Incubator 2019.
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Indonesia

H o m ebo u nd
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Homebound
STATUS
DEVELOPMENT/RESEARCH

ESTIMATED LENGTH
25 MINUTES

COMPLETION TIME
AUGUST 2021

TOTAL BUDGET
USD 50,000

FINANCING IN PLACE
-

REQUEST CONTRIBUTION
USD 50,000

TWO ISLANDS DIGITAL
2ID.ASIA
info@2id.asia

Leaving your family to work overseas for many years is difficult. But returning home is
sometimes an even bigger challenge.
Indonesian domestic worker and single mother,
Tari, is returning home to Central Java in 2020
following 6 years working abroad at a nursing
home in Taiwan. Like many Indonesian migrant
workers, Tari left Indonesia for a better life.
As a teenager, she fell pregnant and married,
but her husband left her for another woman.
Her own mother blames her for the death of
her father. Tari left Indonesia seeking to earn
a better income than was possible locally, and
wanted to prove to her late father that she
could become independent, educated and
responsible for her family.
In her time in Taiwan, Tari has changed her
circumstances. She worked in a private nursing
home with better wages and conditions than
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most. She studied at university and became
a published author. Her son graduated
from senior high school. She has used her
opportunity to improve her life.
In August 2020 Tari will return home to
Semarang, Central Java. But Tari is confused
about her future. She questions whether she
can put her newly acquired resources to work.
Coming from a conservative Muslim family,
she struggles with how she will relate to her
mother after being exposed to a lifestlye
she feels has set her free. Tari symbolises
the dream for many domestic workers,
and HOMEBOUND explores what happens
when this dream meets the reality of life in
Indonesia.

IF/Then Southeast Asia 2020 Nominees

IS M AIL L UBIS
DIRECTOR, CINEMATOGRAPHER
ismailfahmilubis@gmail.com

ISMAIL LUBIS is one of Indonesia’s premiere
documentary filmmakers. Upon graduating from
Institut Kesenian (Institute of Arts) Jakarta in 1993,
majoring in Film and Directing, he directed several
Indonesian drama series before switching his focus
to documentary in 1998. As a cinematographer,
Ismail has worked with notable filmmakers including
Leonard Retel Helmrich and Cathy Henkel. He has
also worked as a tutor for Documentary Master
Classes at the Jakarta International Film Festival
(JIFFEST) in 2006 and 2007.

NICK CALPAKDJIAN
PRODUCER
nick@2id.asia

NICK CALPAKDIJIAN is a filmmaker living and
working in Indonesia producing and editing a
range of documentary, drama, online and
television projects for regional broadcasters,
cinema and Australian television. Nick’s most recent
film is Ismail Fahmi Lubis’ award winning 2019
documentary HELP IS ON THE WAY. In 2013 Nick
co-produced and edited Timor Leste's first native
language feature film BEATRIZ'S WAR with FairTrade
Films. An accomplished editor, Nick has edited a
number of significant Australian films including
TRAFFICKED - THE RECKONING (ABC), ROSA'S
JOURNEY (SBS) and SURVIVAL SCHOOL (ABC).
IF/THEN 2020 | 39

IF/Then Southeast Asia 2020 Nominees

40 | IF/THEN 2020

IF/Then Southeast Asia 2020 Nominees

Indonesia

H ow To S el l P iety
Islam.inc
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How To Sell Piety
Isl am.inc

STATUS
START PRODUCTION

ESTIMATED LENGTH
25 MINUTES

COMPLETION TIME
DECEMBER 2020

TOTAL BUDGET
USD 20,000

FINANCING IN PLACE
USD 2,000

REQUEST CONTRIBUTION
USD 17,000

AGITATOR STUDIO
INSTAGRAM.COM/AGITATOR.STUDIO
agitator.studio@gmail.com

An artist tries to make successful Islamic worship music and become an Islamic rockstar as he
breaks down the relationship of the pop culture industry and Indonesian mass piety.
HOW TO SELL PIETY documents the making
of a multimedia experimental art project by
Yovista Ahtajda, an artist who often uses Islam
and Capitalist relations as themes in his art.
Yovista responds to the pattern of media and
entertainment industries manufacturing Islamic
values by creating himself as a commodity: a
"viral" singer and songwriter of Islamic worship
music. He consults various experts with
backgrounds in music, advertising, and history
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to search for a formula to sell hit music, and also
piety, to the masses. Based on his research and
findings, he experiments with his music, with
hopes of chart topping sales.
Shot in the style of a YouTube tutorial, this film
criticizes the media's banality in selling Islam,
while questioning the limits of the established
documentary film form.
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YOVISTA AHTAJIDA
DIRECTOR
yovista.ahtajida@gmail.com

YOVISTA AHTAJIDA is an independent artist based in
Jakarta. In 2012, he established The Youngrrr, a video
art collective. His work with The Youngrrr has been
presented at European Media Art Festival (EMAF)
2014, the 64th Berlin International Film Festival
(Berlinale) Forum Expanded, and Jakarta Biennale
2015. His solo works have been presented in Video
Vortex XII Kochi Muziris Biennale, W:OW Torrance
Art Museum Los Angeles, and nominated for the
Bandung Contemporary Art Award #5. His solo
exhibition “Hijrah” was held in 2018 at LIR Space,
Yogyakarta.
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Malaysia, Philippines

Th e Inv is ibl es
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The Invisibles
STATUS
IN PRODUCTION

ESTIMATED LENGTH
30 MINUTES

COMPLETION TIME
NOVEMBER 2021

TOTAL BUDGET
USD 35,000

FINANCING IN PLACE
USD 15,000

REQUEST CONTRIBUTION
USD 20,000

MANILA MONTAGE INC.
manila.montage@gmail.com

A former illegal immigrant turns a house into a school to fight the looming problem of illiteracy
among undocumented children in northern Borneo.
In an effort to address illiteracy among
undocumented children in Sabah, Wilma turns a
house into a school. Last year, Wilma found out
that she has a stage 3 breast cancer, but refused
chemotherapy treatment in Malaysia. The only
way to reduce medication cost is to return to her
country, the Philippines, to avail public hospital
services. But Wilma is torn between staying in
Sabah with her family and coming back to her
motherland to attend to her health needs.
Another character in the film is Maisarah,
a 13-year-old student in kindergarten who
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cannot read or write. She goes to school in
the morning, and works at the market in the
afternoon. Maisarah’s main motivation is to be
able to read and write so she can eventually
send letters to her long-lost mother in the
Philippines.
Another sub-character in the film is Marilou, the
main administrator of the school. She will fight
for the rights of the children and the existence
of their school, despite shutdown threats from
the Malaysian government.
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BRYAN KRIS T OF F E R BRAZ IL
DIRECTOR
breyk_12@yahoo.com

BRYAN KRISTOFFER J. BRAZIL is a TV documentary
producer and director with more than 10 years of
storytelling experience. His first independent film
won Best Documentary Film at the CCP Independent
Film and Video Competition. It was also recognized
by the International Human Rights Documentary
Film Festival in Malaysia. While his first featurelength documentary film won the Colors of Asia
Award at Tokyo Docs 2018 and World Vision award at
EBS International Documentary Film Festival 2019 in
South Korea.

L EA PAZ T ORRE
PRODUCER
leapazt@gmail.com

ANTONIO LOU CHUA
PRODUCER
antoniolouchua@gmail.com

ANTONIO LOU CHUA has a decade of television
producing experience. He founded a film outfit,
Manila Montage, which produces documentary
films. The outfit won TokyoDocs Colors of Asia 2017.

LEA PAZ TORRE is a Filipino digital content creator
and a co-founder of a video production company
that provides video services to government
agencies, non-governmental organizations, and
private companies in the Philippines. Prior to that,
she worked as a media practitioner in a television
network in the Philippines.
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Philippines

Iyah a
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Iyaha
STATUS
DEVELOPMENT/RESEARCH

ESTIMATED LENGTH
30 MINUTES

COMPLETION TIME
SEPTEMBER 2021

TOTAL BUDGET
USD 19,000

FINANCING IN PLACE
USD 1,000

REQUEST CONTRIBUTION
USD 18,000

A mother mourns the gruesome death of her murdered daughter. Scared and uncertain, she
yearns for her other daughter who remains in hiding.
A 28-year-old woman is found brutally
murdered in 2019, echoing a directive given by
the Philippine President.
Her mother, a 61-year-old widow, grieves
while still reeling from the mysterious deaths
of her husband and brother the year before.
She struggles to make ends meet, now having
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to raise both her youngest son and her slain
daughter's child.
Given the burgeoning fascism in the country, she
finds herself torn between fighting for restitution
and her family's safety. With hope wavering, she
questions whether she can still find and rescue
another daughter who has gone into hiding.
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JERE MY L UKE BOL AT AG
DIRECTOR
jeremyluke.bolatag@gmail.com

JEREMY LUKE BOLATAG is an emerging filmmaker
from Davao, Philippines. He earned a Bachelor’s
degree in Film at the UP Film Institute in 2018. His
short film, KATONG GABII, follows a Muslim woman
and a Christian man who both survived a bombing
attack in their hometown. It was shortlisted at the
2018 BAFTA Student Film Awards, nominated for
Best International Short Film at the 2019 Melbourne
Documentary Film Festival, and is one of the winners
at the 2019 Video Documentary Project, organized
by the Japan Foundation Asia Center.

AL EX P OBL E T E
PRODUCER
alexdpoblete@gmail.com

ALEX POBLETE is an independent film & video
producer, and a Film Program Director of Active
Vista, a human rights education center in the
Philippines. The first short film she produced,
THE EBB OF FORGETTING, was selected in the
68th Locarno International Film Festival. She has
since worked on various feature and short film
projects that explore social realities. In 2017, she
was selected for the Asiadoc Producer’s Training in
Cambodia for a month-long workshop on creative
documentary producing.

STEFAN BUGRYN
PRODUCER
Info@stefanbugryn.com

STEFAN BUGRYN is an AACTA award nominated
film producer and director based in Melbourne,
Australia, with a history of character led
documentary work. His key credits include WAR
MOTHERS: UNBREAKABLE, which was one of 63
shorts out of over 5,100 submissions to feature
in the 2019 Tribeca Film Festival in New York,
and WAR MOTHERS, which won Best Short Film
and Best Short Director at the 2018 Melbourne
Documentary Film Festival.
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Indonesia

Lo o k ing fo r h aven
Mencari Suaka
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Looking for haven
Mencar i S u ak a
STATUS
IN PRODUCTION

ESTIMATED LENGTH
27 MINUTES

COMPLETION TIME
JUNE 2021

TOTAL BUDGET
USD 49,000

FINANCING IN PLACE
USD 29,000

REQUEST CONTRIBUTION
USD 20,000

Worried about the extinction of shorebirds along Sumatra's east coast, Nchay, a researcher,
devotes his energy to protecting the birds and their ecosystem.
Chairunas Adha Putra (Nchay) has conducted
water bird research for eleven years, along the
eastern coastal side of Sumatra Island. Many
species of water birds in the region have
become endangered due to deforestation and
hunting, and Nchay's mission is to create an
awareness campaign of the birds' plight and
bring public attention, along with support from
government and international organizations.
One day, when Nchay is on a research trip, he
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finds an uninhabited mangrove island which
is a breeding island for milky storks - an
endangered water bird species with only
1,600 left on the planet. Unfortunately, the
island still has no laws of environmental
protection, so the mangrove island is prone to
development. The local people see the island's
development as progress, but Nchay, on his
crusade to save these rare birds, faces his
hardest obstacle yet.
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ANDI HUT AGAL UNG
PRODUCER, DIRECTOR
andiboimpro@gmail.com

ANDI HUTAGALUNG is a director from Ajamu,
Labuhanbatu district, North Sumatra. He received
a Bachelor of Planology from Medan Technology
Institute. Andi's filmmaking career started at an
audiovisual short course hosted by Bitra Media
Syndication in 2006. His enthusiasm led him to keep
practicing independently, and Andi enrolled in
several more film producing workshops. Now, he has
produced more than eleven films; some of which
received awards at the Indonesian Film Festival.

TEDY WAHYUDY PASARIBU
PRODUCER, WRITER
rumahtedy@gmail.com

TEDY WAHYU PASARIBU is a filmmaker from Medan.
He studied journalism and writing at the State
University of Medan, which led him to filmmaking.
After graduating in 2010, he began producing films.
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Philippines

M arawi
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marawi
STATUS
IN PRODUCTION

ESTIMATED LENGTH
30 MINUTES

COMPLETION TIME
JUNE 2021

TOTAL BUDGET
USD 20,000

FINANCING IN PLACE
-

REQUEST CONTRIBUTION
USD 20,000

PITIK STUDIOS
charemna@gmail.com

Three years after the 2017 siege, the people of Marawi struggle to return to their homes. They
face the government’s backhoes contracted to demolish the remnants of their ancestral land.
MARAWI follows the life of Bae Anisah Guro,
a school district supervisor from an affluent
Muslim clan who deals with the repercussions
of war. She is well-respected in her communityher inherited royal title, "bae", resolves domestic
disputes faced by Muslim women. Anisah holds
jurisdiction over a temporary learning center
that provides an education to children displaced
by the siege.
It has been three years since the battle between
Islamic extremists and military forces ended.
The people of Marawi continue to strive for
a sense of normalcy. Rehabilitation by the
government has been slow and plagued
with corruption and mismanagement. The
Maranao have not been permitted to return
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to their homes. Anisah’s ancestral property was
demolished without her consent. The Philippine
government has plans to set up military camps
and commercialize the city, marketing it as
the next tourist spot of the south. The only
movement inside Ground Zero are men perched
in bright yellow bulldozers, methodically
flattening sections of land. Devastated, Anisah
looks back at her existence before the war and
the different people intertwined into her lifea student, a weaver, and a nearby neighbor.
They all share the same sentiments on trauma,
displacement, and loss.
Anisah is uncertain if the city will return to the
way it was but is determined to regain the land
that is lawfully hers.
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C HA E S C AL A
PRODUCER
charemna@gmail.com

CHA ESCALA is a documentary film producer,
director, videographer, and editor. Her recent work
“Dreaming of My Homeland,” is a documentary that
presents the struggles that indigenous children
face after they are displaced by armed conflicts in
their region.
Her full-length film NICK AND CHAIi (2014)
follows a couple who lost all their four kids to the
Typhoon Haiyan. It competed in the International
Documentary Film Festival Amsterdam and Busan
International Film Festival.

S HIRIN BHANDARI
DIRECTOR
shirintbhandari@gmail.com

SHRIIN BHANDARI is a writer and contributor to the
award-winning publications Roads and Kingdoms
and the late Anthony Bourdain’ Parts Unknown. Her
articles and photographs have been featured on
Slate, CNN, and VICE. She has worked with UNICEF
and other NGOs, where she is responsible for writing
short documentary scripts and articles that focus on
the plight of children affected by war, displacement,
abuse, malnutrition, and HIV.

MATT BAGUINON
DIRECTOR
mattbaguinon@gmail.com

MATT BAGUINON is a director, DOP, and editor
specializing in documentaries. His cinematography
works include MARCH TO PROGRESS (2014) - an
episode from Aljazeera’s Viewfinder Asia that
centers on indigenous peoples’ right of land,
and SACRED (2016) - a documentary showcasing
different religious celebrations all around the globe.
He edited THE CRESCENT RISING (2015) which
won NETPAC award in QCinema International
Film Festival 2015 and Best Asian Documentary in
Busan International Film Festival the following year.
At present, he is working on NGO and corporate
projects as a freelance filmmaker.
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Philippines

Married to th e U nder g r o u nd
Ka Arman
IF/THEN 2020 | 61

IF/Then Southeast Asia 2020 Nominees

Married to the Underground
Ka Arm an

STATUS
START PRODUCTION

ESTIMATED LENGTH
30 MINUTES

COMPLETION TIME
DECEMBER 2021

TOTAL BUDGET
USD 50,000

FINANCING IN PLACE
USD 2,000

REQUEST CONTRIBUTION
USD 48,000

AMAN SINAYA FILMS
johnnybassett@gmail.com

After discovering her father's secret memoirs, the daughter of a former underground guerrilla
investigates his hidden life while her mother rises in protest against a new dictator.
The film begins with the director's memory of
her father—late at night, illuminated by the light
of his computer screen, typing. The director,
Grace, knew little about her father's past. She'd
heard whispers about his life as a rebel, his time
in prison, and his return to the civilian world, but
nothing more. By the time Grace was a teenager,
he had withdrawn into his memoirs, which he
never shared.
The film jumps to 2016. While studying overseas,
Grace receives news that her father has suddenly
died. Grace rushes home. A few weeks later,
Grace and her family finally open the computer
and find her father's secret memoirs—dozens of
documents, photos, and essays documenting his
career in the underground. Grace and her siblings
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are surprised to learn that he was no ordinary
rebel. He was the head of the communists'
feared Intelligence and Special Operations units.
The documentation they find is extensive and
detailed. Grace's mother had known all along,
Grace finds out, but had never told his secret.
As Grace pieces together her father's life, her
camera gradually focuses on her mother, the
woman who kept the secret, raised the kids,
and despite all that was an activist herself. After
many decades of work, she is now one of the
most prominent human rights defenders in
the Philippines, and now, four years after her
husband's death, she faces the threat of a new
dictator. Ultimately, this is the story of Grace's
mother, who has endured.
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GRAC E S IM BUL AN
DIRECTOR
gracesimbulan@gmail.com

GRACE is an award-winning filmmaker whose first
feature-length documentary, A IS FOR AGUSTIN,
received funding from the DMZ Docs Fund and
QCinema and was invited to pitch in Korea,
Japan, and Australia. The film premiered at DMZ
Docs before screening in China and across the
Philippines as part of Cinema Rehiyon and the
Nation in Visions series. The film was also featured
in CNN Philippines' Top 10 Films of 2019. Grace
is an MA student at the University of WisconsinMadison pursuing a degree in development
studies, focusing on Southeast Asia.

JOHNNY BASSETT
PRODUCER
johnnybassett@gmail.com

JOHNNY is a documentary film editor and PhD
student in the history of Southeast Asia. His
recent works include A IS FOR AGUSTIN (dir. Grace
Simbulan), which premiered at DMZ Docs; LA
LAGUNA (dir. Aaron Schock), which won the 2017
Cinema Eye Short Film Honor; IN WHITE (dir. Dania
Bdeir) and JUNGLE (dir. Asante Prempeh), which
premiered at Clermont Ferrand and Sundance,
respectively; and I AM ANOTHER YOU (co-editor, dir.
Nanfu Wang), which premiered at SXSW 2017 and
screened on PBS' Independent Lens. Johnny is a
graduate of Harvard University.
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Vietnam

Q U ÂY
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QUÂY
STATUS
ROUGH CUT

ESTIMATED LENGTH
30 MINUTES

COMPLETION TIME
JUNE 2021

TOTAL BUDGET
USD 33,000

FINANCING IN PLACE
USD 3,000

REQUEST CONTRIBUTION
USD 30,000

Mrs. Tinh, a woman in her 50s, tries to maintain a peaceful life;
The life of Quẩy- a humble side dish of Vietnam;
And the story about our ever-transforming food culture.
QUAY depicts the impacts of urbanization on daily life in Vietnam, and the perspectives of
Vietnamese people about themselves as well as their cultural framework.
Urbanization in big cities, especially the capital
city, has been one of the crucial aspects of a
nation’s sustainable development. Hanoi is no
exception. The new phase of the city might
benefit the nation's "big picture", but individuals
may not keep up. Cultural traditions in Hanoi's
Old Quarter (the very center of the city) are
being overwhelmed by rapid urbanization, and
the traditions that do not seem to match with
this fast paced "progress", are being replaced.
QUAY follows Mrs. Tinh’ s family, through their
daily routine and their interactions with each

66 | IF/THEN 2020

other, and her family business: selling the
traditional side dish quay. Through conflicts in
the family and their family business, the film
presents multiple perspectives of people from
different generations in response to the changes
of the city. QUAY represents another angle on
urbanization: a more personal and emotional
portrayal of the social-cultural crash between
the new and the old during the urbanization
process, and the question about the future of
Hanoi’s tradition.
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HIE N ANH NGUY EN
DIRECTOR
kuonkuu@gmail.com

Born and living in Hanoi, Vietnam, HIEN ANH
NGUYEN graduated from the Law University. In
her sophomore year, she spontaneously attended
the 2015 Young Filmmakers Festival and received
two awards for her documentary DEDICATED TO
GRANDPA DIEU, winning awards for Best Personal
Documentary and Audience Choice. She believes
that every story deserves to be heard, and finds
filming is the best way to speak her mind.

TAO DO
EDITOR
edit.taodo@gmail.com

T HUY ANH NGUY EN
PRODUCER
ndta.anh@gmail.com

Born and based in Hanoi, Vietnam, THUY ANH
NGUYEN graduated from University of Languages
and International Studies in 2014 & got Diploma in
Multimedia Design in the same year. She learned
to make the first short documentary among
young filmmakers when she was 17, and first short
narrative film 3 years after which received some
recognitions including Jury Award for short film at
Hanoi International Film Festival 2014. Her works
depict the life of ordinary people, most of them are
children or female characters, in urban settings.

Having finished study at Australian Film Television
and Radio School in Editing Drama, TAO continued
to work in Vietnam as an editor in a variety of
screen media, but his main focus has mainly been
films. He worked on many short films that entered
film festivals such as ROOMMATE (2018), SWEET,
SALTY (2019).
He believes a good story is best told when it can
move people, whether through their hearts or
their seats.
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R abiah and M im i
IF/THEN 2020 | 69

IF/Then Southeast Asia 2020 Nominees

Rabiah and Mimi
STATUS
IN PRODUCTION

ESTIMATED LENGTH
25 MINUTES

COMPLETION TIME
APRIL 2021

TOTAL BUDGET
USD 44,055

FINANCING IN PLACE
USD 28,000

REQUEST CONTRIBUTION
USD 16,055

TWO ISLANDS DIGITAL
2ID.ASIA
info@2id.asia

Rabiah and Mimi, mother and daughter, dedicate their lives to the challenging pursuit of
providing adequate health care in Indonesia’s remote islands of the Flores Sea.
Indonesia is one of the largest archipelago
states in the world, consisting of 18,000 islands.
Providing adequate medical care across the
nation has proved extremely challenging for
successive governments. An out of sight, out of
mind approach has failed her people. This film
is about the challenges faced by Mimi and her
mother Rabiah, remote island nurses working in
the Flores Sea.
Mimi is a mother of two who until recently
had left her first child at school in the city, and
together with her youngest child worked on the
remote islands. Her husband Hasri also willingly
separates from his family to pursue his calling
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and work the remote islands. Family reunions are
rare. For the last few years, Mimi's mother Rabiah
has accompanied her as a mentor, revealing
stories, anecdotes and handing out advice from
her 30 years at sea.
Now, as Rabiah readies for retirement and
prepares to pass the baton to her daughter, she
finds herself once more on the Island of Sanane
in a caretaker role, while Mimi gives birth to her
3rd child. Mimi will return to work when her baby
is 3 months old, right in the middle of the COVID
crisis sweeping the world and into a local political
storm as the island's residents demand better
health care through the village head.
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ARF AN S ABRAN
DIRECTOR
arfansabran@me.com

ARFAN is a respected Indonesian documentary
filmmaker. Born in Makassar, his debut documentary,
SISTER APUNG, won Best Film at the Eagle Awards
in 2006. Arfan’s films are known for having a strong
visual aesthetic and for uncovering powerful,
unique and colorful characters that audiences feel a
personal connection with.

NICK CALPAKDJIAN
PRODUCER
nick@2id.asia

NICK CALPAKDIJIAN is a filmmaker living and
working in Indonesia producing and editing a
range of documentary, drama, online and
television projects for regional broadcasters,
cinema and Australian television. Nick’s most recent
film is Ismail Fahmi Lubis’ award winning 2019
documentary HELP IS ON THE WAY. In 2013 Nick
co-produced and edited Timor Leste's first native
language feature film BEATRIZ'S WAR with FairTrade
Films. An accomplished editor, Nick has edited a
number of significant Australian films including
TRAFFICKED - THE RECKONING (ABC), ROSA'S
JOURNEY (SBS) and SURVIVAL SCHOOL (ABC).
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S andc as tl es
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Sandcastles
STATUS
START PRODUCTION

ESTIMATED LENGTH
30 MINUTES

COMPLETION TIME
JUNE 2021

TOTAL BUDGET
USD 47,626

FINANCING IN PLACE
USD 19,000

REQUEST CONTRIBUTION
USD 28,626

As Singapore reclaims land to expand urban development, a town bearing its name on the other
side of the world lies buried under sand.
On the coast of Michigan, USA, an ecologicallysignificant piece of duneland is being
threatened by development. The Saugatuck
Dunes Coastal Alliance, led by Tracey Shaffroth
and David Swan, is lobbying against the invasive
project that would allow developers to dredge
a 1,600ft-long marina to build waterfront
mansions. In addition to environmental
degradation it would cause, the project also
risks historical erasure; it will sit directly on top
of where the town of Singapore once stood.
Descendants of the lost town, Travis and
Sandra Randolph tell of Singapore, Michigan, a
thriving port city in the mid-1800s, swallowed
up by sand due to erosion from excessive
lumbering activity. Just as quickly as Singapore
disappeared under sand, its namesake in the Far
East emerged from it — where there was once
only water and marsh, now boasts land and
concrete blocks in the sky.
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Grandma Phang moved from the kampung to
a government-built house on reclaimed land
in the 1960s. Around her, the country’s skyline
evolved beyond recognition. Today, nature
again threatens to submerge Singapore, this
time with rising sea levels. Grandma Phang,
once loyal to the belief that rapid development
is a necessity for her country’s growth, now
worries about its impact on her grandchildren’s
futures.
Sandcastles is a lyrical dialogue between two
places named Singapore, one in Southeast Asia
and one buried in Michigan, USA. Interweaving
perspectives of various characters,the film
depicts the ephemeral nature of human
edifices built on and destroyed by nothing
more than sand.
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C ARIN L EONG

JAMES QIU

DIRECTOR
krinjgy@gmail.com

PRODUCER
james.t.qiu@gmail.com

CARIN LEONG is a Singaporean filmmaker based
in New York City. She is in her fourth year as a
BFA/BS candidate at New York University’s Tisch
School of the Arts and Stern School of Business.
Her documentary, CANCIONES DE MEMORIAS,
premiered at the 29th Singapore International
Film Festival in 2018. She is currently on the
development team at Story Syndicate. She is a
2020 Fellow with the Full Frame Documentary
Film Festival.

JAMES QIU is a Chinese-Canadian Producer. He has
produced over 25 short films across the US, Canada,
and China. In 2019, two were Official Selections at
the 37th CAAMFest, and Semi-Finalists for Best Live
Action Short Film at the 56th Golden Horse Awards.
In 2018, James assisted director Huang Hsin-yao
and Cheng Cheng Films in the Academy Awards
campaign for THE GREAT BUDDHA+, Taiwan’s
official entry for Best Foreign Language Film. He
is currently an Acquisitions Coordinator at Digital
Media Rights, specializing in digital distribution of
international media.

M ART IN L OH

ELLIOT LEVY

PRODUCER
martinlohkc@gmail.com

PRODUCER
elliotlevy96@gmail.com

MARTIN LOH is a Singaporean filmmaker.
Fascinated with the richness and diversity of life,
Martin began channeling his energy into making
documentaries. His journey thus far has allowed
him to create films in China and Indonesia, and
his recent documentary on nudism, Bare, was
showcased at Singapore Shorts 2019. He produced
the docudrama AN ACT OF GRACE (2017) directed
by Lee Yi Jia in partnership with Marina Bay Sands,
SGIFF, and SADeaf. Martin enjoys exploring the
human experience and is currently working on a
short film with Vice Asia.

Fluent in several languages, ELLIOT has worked on
projects in Cuba, Europe, and the United States and
has a keen interest in films focusing on political and
environmental current events. He produced Kyle
Goings' FROM FIELD TO SMOKE which was selected
to play at the Big Sky Documentary Festival and the
Manchester Film Festival in 2019. Building on their
work in Cuba, the pair are now working on a more
ambitious project taking place in rural Pennsylvania,
focusing on a drummer with Parkinson’s who
rediscovers his love for music.
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Vietnam

The S een and U ns een
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The Seen and Unseen
STATUS
DEVELOPMENT/RESEARCH

ESTIMATED LENGTH
20 MINUTES

COMPLETION TIME
JANUARY 2021

TOTAL BUDGET
USD 11,000

FINANCING IN PLACE
USD 2,000

REQUEST CONTRIBUTION
USD 9,000

HANOI DOCLAB
+ FLÂNEUR FILMS
HANOIDOCLAB.ORG/EN/
doclabedu@gmail.com

The fictional world of a screenwriter and her reality collide during an isolation period in the
midst of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Trang, a screenwriter in her early career, is
commissioned to write a feature film that
follows a “commercially successful formula”. The
script takes place in present time where Anh, a
psychiatric nurse, accidentally travels back to
20 years ago via a television set. Here she tries
to save a boy from being victim of a murder
case. However, by messing with events in the
past, she also alters the future. Getting back to
present time, Anh realizes that the present has
completely changed.
Trang plans to finish the script after the Luna
New Year’s holiday in February 2020, but little
does she know that the world around her
also experiences vast changes. The COVID-19
outbreak hits Vietnam in January, and as WHO
later declares it a global pandemic, like most
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countries, Vietnam enters a national lockdown.
During this period, Trang has to write her
screenplay at home, something she has never
done before. Slowly, her imagination takes over
her reality as she starts seeing the characters
and events from her screenplay in her dreams.
The border between the world of Trang’s
imagination and that around her house is
blurred. As Trang spends hours observing the
neighborhood from her balcony, sounds and
images of the village where she lives become
at once an inspiration and obsession for her
screenplay, and vice versa.
In May, the Vietnamese government successfully
combats the second wave of COVID-19, ending
the lockdown. It is also time for Trang to wake
up from her daytime dreaming.
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T RANG DAO
DIRECTOR
trangdao911@gmail.com

Based in Hanoi, Vietnam, TRANG DAO currently
works as a professional screenwriter/director for
both commercial and independent film, and is
involved intensively in producing TV programs
in Vietnam for European channels. Her short
animations and films have won awards in various
film festivals, both locally and internationally. Trang
is an alumna of Asiadoc’s workshop for documentary
producers, NAFF Fantastic Film School, Docs By
the Sea, HANIFF Talent Campus, and Southeast
Asian Film Lab, where her documentary project
#NEVERBEENKISSED won Most Promising Project.

HIEU TRAN
PRODUCER
vincenthttran@gmail.com

HIEU TRAN became involved in documentary
production as early as in 2013 when he was
pursuing his B.A. in Photography and Economics
in the U.S. Coming back to Vietnam, after one year
working as a program and education manager
at Hanoi Doclab, an organization that supports
independent documentary filmmaking in Vietnam,
Hieu became DocLab’s head manager in 2017. He
is also key personnel of Docfest, the only annual
film festival in Vietnam dedicated to independent
documentaries.
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Singapore, Cambodia

She Who Dream s o f S tatu es
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She Who Dreams of Statues
STATUS
START PRODUCTION

ESTIMATED LENGTH
25 MINUTES

COMPLETION TIME
JUNE 2021

TOTAL BUDGET
USD 18,000

FINANCING IN PLACE
-

REQUEST CONTRIBUTION
USD 18,000

POTOCOL PTE LTD
POTOCOL.CO
samc.weishi@gmail.com

A filmmaker’s search for a missing Singaporean archaeologist in Siem Reap takes an unexpected
turn when she encounters a woman who dreamt of an excavated 12th century statue - even
before its discovery.
SHE WHO DREAMS OF STATUES is a hybrid
documentary inspired by the director’s
experiences as a woman archaeologist.
Recounting her excavation of a 12th Century
statue in 2017, Natalie Khoo returns to Siem Reap
to trace the footsteps of a missing Singaporean
archaeologist, finding herself unexpectedly drawn
to Khmer wisdom.

even before their excavation. Each know only a
piece of the puzzle, forming a multi-layered
narrative where dreams, spirituality, history and
mythology come together. While Archaeology
and its Western-centric practices record and map
objects in a chronological timeline, the alternate
ontology of these women and their dreams point
to a lived experience where time is non-linear.

The film’s narrative and visual space exists
primarily in Siem Reap. Today, the ancient capital
of the Angkor Empire is crowded with throngs of
tourists and archaeologists who work in these
ruins—the word 'ruin' itself romanticising these
sites, interpreting the landscape with their own
ideas of the past.

Interrogating the politics of narrative construction,
the film poetically presents a tapestry of voices in
Cambodia and Singapore. Intercut with footage of
an actual excavation Khoo undertook, the story is
told through interviews and images from multiple
sources - taken from Skype calls, journal entries
and photo archives. Myth and memory, past and
present, fiction and dream become entangled as
space is ceded to women and their personal Herstories.

Along the way, a host of eclectic characters are
introduced—historians, tour guides, spiritual
healers and the women who dream of statues
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NAT AL IE KHOO
DIRECTOR
nataliekhooly@gmail.com

NATALIE KHOO is a Singapore-based filmmaker.
Her work focuses on braided non-linear narratives
utilizing dreams, memory, fable and research to
playfully undermine monolithic claims to history
and truth. She read Anthropology and Archaeology
at the University of Cambridge, and studied film
at School of the Arts, Singapore. Her first short ON
SUCH AND SUCH A DAY, AT SUCH AND SUCH A TIME
(2013) won Best Documentary and Cinematography
at the Singapore Short Film Awards. Yamagata
International Documentary Festival and London
International Documentary Festival have screened
her work, among others.

S AM C HUA
PRODUCER
samc.weishi@gmail.com

SAM CHUA WEISHI is a film producer born and based
in Singapore. Her filmmaking experience began at
NYU Tisch School of the Arts in 2017 for a semester
program, staying on to line produce thesis film 442:
THE NISEI SOLDIERS. Following her return home,
she continued to produce commercials and short
films with keen interests in social issues alongside
inspiring individuals, including writer-director Han
Feng Yu’s short film MORNING ELSEWHERE. She is
presently producing her first feature film with writerdirector Nelicia Low and producer Jeremy Chua.

QI YU TEO
CINEMATOGRAPHER
teoqiyu@gmail.com

Born in Singapore, TEO’s works contemplate
everyday interactions with people around her. She
studied at SOTA Singapore and Creative Media
at the City University of Hong Kong. Teo made
her cinematography debut on Natalie Khoo's
ON SUCH AND SUCH A DAY, AT SUCH AND SUCH
A TIME (2013), winning Best Documentary and
Cinematography at the Singapore Short Film
Awards. In 2017, she was one of 13 participants
selected to attend the Golden Horse Academy
as a cinematographer. Her latest documentary
THROUGH THE BORDER (2019) premiered at
Yamagata International Documentary Festival.
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Indonesia

A S o no ro u s M el o dy
Senandung Senyap
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A Sonorous Melody
Senand u ng S enyap
STATUS
IN PRODUCTION

ESTIMATED LENGTH
20 MINUTES

COMPLETION TIME
FEBRUARY 2021

TOTAL BUDGET
USD 22,626

FINANCING IN PLACE
USD 3,481

REQUEST CONTRIBUTION
USD 19,145

ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM

A Wayang-maker and a sign language singer take us on their journey as deaf artists using
creative mediums to break the boundaries of traditional storytelling in a marginalized world.
Mufi and Ayu are artists utilizing two different
mediums: Mufi is a sign language singer and Ayu
creates paintings and Indonesian Wayang Sodo,
a traditional puppet show made of coconuts.
Despite these differences, they share a similarity in
their ambition — self-empowerment through art
and stories.
Deaf individuals in Indonesia face limitations in
access to public discussion and spaces, including
the art community. Living in the capital city, Mufi
finds it difficult to be included. Despite her success
in collaborating with big named artists, she still
struggles to perform center stage. Subsequently,
after the death of her father who was one of
her biggest supporters, she now has to find the
strength to move forward. Nonetheless, Mufi
continues to thrive in advocating and promoting
a movement to empower creativity for the deaf,
starting with the music scene, as she prepares to
perform in the biggest music festival in Indonesia.
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Ayu, who lives in a rural area, faces a different
challenge. Inaccessibility to access education
due to economical challenges forced Ayu to
quit school in third grade. Subsequently, she
was unable to learn to communicate through
sign language and is not proficient at reading
and writing. She currently relies heavily on her
mother to communicate to the outside world,
and mentors to gain the inspiration behind her
artwork. Her challenge now is to find her own
voice which will be shown through her process
in creating her own expressive artwork.
A SONOROUS MELODY combines veritae
with surrealistic scenes of each artist’s visual
expression of their work to follow the characters
in their journey to empowerment by obtaining
confidence in others and themselves.

IF/Then Southeast Asia 2020 Nominees

RIANI S INGGIH
DIRECTOR
rianisinggih@gmail.com

RIANI SINGGIH is a documentary filmmaker and
Cinematographer telling stories from the Southeast
Asian community. Riani has directed and produced
documentary films that have won over 35 awards
and screened in over 50 film festivals worldwide,
such as Big Sky Documentary Film Festival and Palm
Springs Short International Film Festival. Her student
work at Chapman University was a semifinalist in
the 2018 Student Academy Awards. In the past year,
she worked closely with creatives with disability
on several platforms which pushed her to make A
SONOROUS MELODY.

ANNIS A ADJAM
PRODUCER
annisaadjam@gmail.com

ANNISA ADJAM is a filmmaker who graduated from
Kingston University London majoring Filmmaking
MA. Previously, she worked in Marketing & PR for
an international NGO. She has produced short
documentaries, fiction and VR. Her works mainly
spotlights minorities, human rights, disabilities and
empowerment. Annisa aims to use filmmaking as
a tool to create change. On the distribution side,
she has worked for Raindance, British Film Institute,
GoodPitch Indonesia and Minikino Bali. Together
with Riani, she introduced A SONOROUS MELODY to
several national biggest Pitching forums in 2019.

MUHAMMAD ISMAIL
CO-PRODUCER
trezola@gmail.com

MUHAMMAD ISMAIL is a self-taught deaf
documentary filmmaker who began pursuing the
medium after graduating during the economic
crisis. He is an active advocate for disability rights
and works in an organization called SIGAB, running
solider.id. He has worked with organizations such
as GERKATIN to talk as a speaker for screenings of
films dealing with issues experienced by the Deaf
community. In 2019, he was invited by Forum
Film Dokumenter to mentor the VR program
THE FEELING OF REALITY, where he worked with
filmmakers, including Riani and Annisa, to develop
films concerning disability issues.
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About the Organizers

Since 2002, In-Docs has conducted documentary workshops in 13 cities
in Indonesia, discovering raw talents and producing documentaries
from unlikely places with a quality that is widely recognized among the
Indonesian and international film scene. In-Docs has also conducted film
screening programs in more than 30 cities in Indonesia, collaborating with
schools, universities, and film communities.
In 2015, In-Docs revitalized its strategies by focusing on developing talents,
building a supportive ecosystem, outreach, and continuous learning in
order to expand the impact of documentary films. Together with STEPS,
In-Docs is the co-creator of Dare to Dream Asia program, where awardwinning Asian documentary filmmakers received funding and mentorship
for their films. In-Docs is the co-initiator and organizer of Docs By The
Sea, an international documentary forum that connects Southeast Asian
documentary films with the international industry -- in partnership with
the Ministry of Tourism and Creative Economy. In-Docs is also the organizer
of Good Pitch Southeast Asia 2017 and Good Pitch Indonesia 2019 -- in
partnership with Doc Society. IF/Then Southeast Asia is also co-initiated by
In-Docs and Tribeca Film Institute.
in-docs.org

Tribeca Film Institute champions storytellers to be catalysts for change in their
communities and around the world. Each year, we identify a diverse group of
exceptional filmmakers and media artists then empower them with funding
and resources to fully realize their stories and connect with audiences.
Further, our education programs empower students through hands-on
training and exposure to socially relevant films, offering young people the
media skills necessary to be creative and productive global citizens. We are
a year-round nonprofit arts organization founded by Robert De Niro, Jane
Rosenthal, and Craig Hatkoff in the wake of September 11, 2001.
t f i n y. o r g
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About the partners

Al Jazeera English since 2006 is part of a growing network comprising more
than 10 channels and divisions. Launched in 1996, Al Jazeera Arabic was the
first independent news channel in the Arab world dedicated to providing
comprehensive news and live debate. The network challenges established
narratives and gives a global audience and alternative voice; one that puts
the people back at the center of the news agenda. After its birth, it quickly
made one of the world’s most influential news network. Al Jazeera brings
stories that are challenging and bold. It gives a voice to the voiceless in
some of the most unreported places on the planet.
aljazeera.com

The U.S. Mission to Indonesia works to deepen our strategic partnership
with Indonesia by increasing economic engagement, building a strong
security relationship, advancing our shared policy priorities, and promoting
effective governance. Educational, cultural, and professional exchanges
are a top priority of the U.S. Embassy in order to prepare young people
for today’s global workforce. A key element of this strategic approach is
a whole of government effort to facilitate self-sustaining partnerships
among American and Indonesian institutions through programs such as
YSEALI, Fulbright, and EducationUSA. The U.S. Mission to Indonesia hosts
nine American Corners at major universities across Indonesia, two stateof-the-art research and programming facilities at U.S. Embassy Jakarta and
U.S. Consulate Surabaya, and @America, a cultural center in Jakarta. These
spaces are free and open to the public and provide an opportunity for
Indonesians to learn more about the United States and share ideas about
issues that both Americans and Indonesians care about.
i d . u s e m b a s s y. g o v
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